


























14) Dawson City Telegraph Office

This small-scale Neoclassical Revival building
was designed by the Canadian government architect
Thomas W. Fuller and constructed in 1899. The
building was originally located just east of the Court
House, in the Federal Reserve. Telegraph services
operated there for 15 months before operations were
moved to the telegraph annex of the Post Office, a more
central location in town. The Telegraph Office became
Fullers construction headquarters, office and residence.

In 1908, the McLaren family bought and moved the
Telegraph Office from the Federal Reserve to its present
location and it continued as an upper-scale family
residence for the next 75 years. During the 1980s, the
building was used for artifact storage by the Dawson
City Museum but has now been rehabilitated by
Yukon Government Historic Sites to its former use as a
residence.

The Dawson City Telegraph Office is a designated
Yukon Historic Site and its principal values lie in
the architect and the architecture. It was one of six
Dawson City public buildings designed by Thomas W.
Fuller and was the first project where he was given
sole responsibility for design and construction. This
telegraph office is the only architecturally designed
telegraph office in Yukon and illustrates the Canadian
government’s confidence in the continued prosperity
of Dawson City. The Telegraph Office also represents
a major communications system connecting Yukon to
the south and the extraordinary development of the
historic 2700 km Dawson-Ashcroft Telegraph Line.
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Conclusion

We hope you extend your self-guided walking tour
to include other interesting buildings in the downtown
core and north end of Dawson City. Stop at the Visitor
Information Centre to find out about guided walking
tours and other interpretive events around town.

Staff at the Dawson City Museum’s Klondike History
Library welcomes those who are interested in learning
more about the built heritage of the Klondike, mining
history, or the Yukon experiences of their ancestors.
Interesting books on the history of this region are
on sale in the Museum gift shop. The Dawson City
Museum is a non-profit organization and we gratefully
accept donations to support our operations.

Enjoy your stay in the heart of the Klondike!
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