Elevated log cabin style cache

After 1900, another type of cache construction was
introduced. The elevated storehouse resembled a small log
cabin built on top of posts with a sloped roof and a door.
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Other cache types

Pit caches for food storage generally measured about 3 to
4 m by 1.5 m and were about 50 cm deep. The edges were
raised up on two or three logs. The pit was lined, usually
with hide, and then covered with heavy fresh-cut tree
trunks. Pit caches were built on very dry, well-drained soil
or into hillsides. Most pit caches are now visible only as
circular or square ground depressions.
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Log-lined cache associated with Hudson’s Bay post at Fort
Selkirk, ca. 1850.
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Stone meat cache. Meat caches were typically situated
on elevated, well drained slopes and made with
boulders of sufficient size and weight to discourage
disturbance by bears.
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Deadfalls

Deadfalls were used for brown bears, marmots, wolverines,
wolves, fox, marten, ermines, mink and weasel. The
diagram below illustrates the way in which a deadfall
would be used to capture a bear. The animal was forced to
enter through point M in order to reach the bait (C). Parts
K and J of the deadfall were propped up with a trigger (E)
which was connected to the bait at point D. As soon as
the bait was touched, the trigger would be loosened, thus
releasing K and J. K and J were heavy green logs, which
would fall onto the animal, breaking its back. Deadfall
traps continued to be used long after 1900.
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Bear deadfall. (Legros 1981)
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Foreshaft and stone
spear point (above);
spear shaft with
broken stone point
(left). These hunting
implements date
between 3,000 and
4,500 years ago.

Exceptionally well preserved hunting
implements recovered from
permanent snow patches reveal a
record of caribou and sheep
exploitation in the alpine which spans
thousands of years. Preserved caribou
dung is often seen melting from the
edges of the snow patches, testifying
to thousands of years of caribou use
of these sites.



Semi-circular
stone hunting
blinds are
strategically
situated to
intercept sheep
and caribou
movement in
the alpine.
Blinds may
occur in
clustersor ina
line over
several
kilometres or
may be single
blinds.
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