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Tourism regions of Yukon
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Watson Lake Tourism Region
The Watson Lake Tourism Region includes Rancheria 
to the west, Nahanni Range Road to the north, and 
the remote southeast corner of Yukon. Southeast 
Yukon rivers offer high-quality remote wilderness 
valleys, many of which have road access. Popular rivers 
include the Hyland and Coal, as well as the Beaver, 
which traverses the largest roadless watershed in 
southeast Yukon, and the Liard, which drops through 
extreme rapids. 

Multi-day canoe journeys account for about half 
of all guided activity in the region, mostly on the 

Liard and the Beaver. 
Operators also take 
clients rafting and 
kayaking and on day 
and multi-day horseback 
riding, dog mushing 
and snowmobiling 
excursions. A 
commercial sport 
fishing lodge is located 
on Stewart Lake. 
Popular self-guided 
activities included 
fishing, canoeing, 

hiking, wildlife viewing and birdwatching along the 
Alaska Highway corridor. The Watson Lake area is 
also known for superior viewing of the northern lights 
in winter. 

Teslin Tourism Region
The Teslin Tourism Region features popular road-
accessible canoeing rivers, sport fishing and the scenic 
South Canol Road. The Teslin and Big Salmon rivers 
flow north and connect with the Yukon River, and the 
Wolf and Nisutlin rivers flow into Teslin Lake. The 

region is also adjacent 
to the headwater lakes 
of the Yukon River. 
The South Canol Road 
provides access to high-
quality wilderness areas 
for hiking, horseback 
riding, off-road 
vehicle tours, skiing, 
dog mushing and 
snowmobiling.  

Most guided clients 
in the Teslin area 
participate in hiking, 
canoeing and sport fishing day trips. A fly-in sport 
fishing lodge is on Wolf Lake, nearby Caribou Lakes 
is the start of a five-day canoe trip on the Upper Liard, 
and some operators lead dog mushing trips in the 
region. Teslin is a popular destination for self-guided 
canoeing, wildlife viewing and sport fishing on large 
lakes in the region. 

Southern Lakes Tourism Region 
The Southern Lakes 
Tourism Region 
centres on Carcross, 
a historic town about 
an hour’s drive from 
both Whitehorse and 
the cruise ship port 
of Skagway, Alaska. 
The Chilkoot Trail, 
White Pass and Yukon 
Railroad, and the 
legacy of boat transport 
on the big southern 
lakes add romance to 
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a spectacular landscape of mountains and waterways. 
Key wilderness tourism features include Carcross 
Desert, Montana Mountain, Ibex Valley, Tutshi and 
Wheaton rivers, and the region’s large interconnected 
lakes.

Visitors enjoy a wide range of guided and self-guided 
wilderness adventure activities in the region. Old 
mining roads and trails offer routes into alpine uplands 
for hiking, horseback riding, mountain biking, skiing, 
dog mushing, snowmobiling and all-terrain vehicle 
tours. Most Southern Lakes operators are local, and 
the majority of clients are day-trippers from cruise 
ships participating in photo safaris, horseback riding 
and canoeing. The region is popular among self-guided 
travellers who enjoy canoeing, boating, fishing, hiking, 
wildlife viewing and mountain biking. 

Whitehorse Tourism Region
Whitehorse is the staging, starting or finishing point 
for most wilderness trips in Yukon, and over half of 
Yukon-resident operators and rental companies are 
based in the city. Whitehorse offers a wide range of 
activities to commercial and self-guided wilderness 

travellers. Key 
wilderness tourism 
features include  
the Yukon River, Lake 
Laberge, Miles Canyon, 
Old Dawson Road, 
Thirty Mile Canadian 
Heritage River  
and Hootalinqua 
Historic Site. 

Yukon River motorboat 
tours are the most 
popular wilderness 
tourism activity in 

the region, and most multi-day Yukon River canoe 
trips start from Whitehorse. Other popular guided 
activities include horseback riding and dog mushing. 
Hiking trails and horse trails provide easy access to 
mountains around Whitehorse. Self-guided activities 
include hiking, canoeing, skiing, mountain biking, 
fishing and wildlife viewing. Several road-accessible, 
year-round facilities offer accommodations and guided 
and self-guided wilderness tourism activities. Rental 
companies offer canoes, boats, camping equipment and 
transport. 

Kluane Tourism 
Region
Dominated by Kluane 
National Park and 
Reserve, the Kluane 
Tourism Region is 
characterized by scenic 
vistas of broad valleys, 
large lakes, mountain 
ranges, icefields and 
Mount Logan, Canada’s 
highest peak. Visitors 
pursue a range of 
wilderness tourism 
activities made possible 
by the wide variety of features and landscapes. 

The region has excellent infrastructure including trails, 
boat ramps and groomed ski trails as well as several 
wilderness and fishing lodges. Guided clients enjoy 
canoeing, dog mushing, horseback riding, river rafting, 
sport fishing, First Nation interpretive tours and photo 
safaris. Self-guided activities outside the national park 
include hiking, fishing, boating, canoeing and wildlife 
viewing. Important recreation and tourism assets 
include Kusawa Territorial Park, Kluane, Aishihik 
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and Kusawa lakes and the Tatshenshini, Takhini, 
Dezadeash, Donjek and White rivers. 

Kluane National Park

Kluane National Park is a world-class destination that 
attracts visitors for accessible and remote wilderness 
tourism activities. The Alsek Canadian Heritage River 
is internationally acclaimed for wilderness rafting trips. 
Other key features include Mount Logan, the St. Elias 
icefields and glaciers, Sheep Mountain, Kathleen Lake, 
hiking trails and significant wildlife populations.

Kluane National Park, along with Wrangell-St. 
Elias National Park, Glacier Bay National Park and 
Tatshenshini-Alsek Provincial Park, are recognized by 
UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. Kluane National 
Park is a living laboratory for co-management, 
with collaboration between Parks Canada and the 
Champagne and Aishihik First Nation and Kluane  
First Nation. 

Campbell Tourism Region
The Campbell Tourism Region stretches across central 
Yukon from the Northwest Territories border in 

the east to the Yukon 
River in the west. Key 
wilderness tourism 
activities include 
canoeing, fishing, 
hiking and wildlife 
viewing of migrating 
birds and unusual 
Fanin’s sheep. Rivers 
including the South 
Macmillan, Pelly and 
Yukon offer lengthy 
wilderness journeys 
with road access at both 

ends, rewarding wildlife viewing, moderate whitewater 
and fine scenery. 

Popular guided activities in the Campbell region 
include hiking, canoeing and sport fishing. Visitors 
come to wilderness lodges for guided sport fishing, 
canoeing and alpine hiking excursions. Self-
guided activities include wildlife viewing and more 
adventurous pursuits like mountaineering and 
whitewater paddling. Special features in the Campbell 
region include scenic Lapie Canyon, the Dena Cho 
Trail and historic sites at Five Finger Rapids and  
Fort Selkirk. 

Silver Trail Tourism Region
For this report, the Silver Trail Tourism Region is 
divided into two sub-regions: Mayo-Keno-Elsa and 
Peel Watershed. 

Mayo-Keno-Elsa Sub-region 

The communities of the Mayo-Keno-Elsa mining 
district are linked by the historic Silver Trail Highway 
and surrounded by trails, historic sites and interesting 
destinations for hikers, canoeists, mountain bikers and 
wildlife viewing enthusiasts. An extensive network of 
rough roads and scenic trails provides access to alpine 
areas and excellent wilderness canoeing rivers like the 
South Macmillan, McQuesten and Stewart. 

Visitors include highway travellers looking for 
soft adventure day trips in the front country, and 
backcountry travellers seeking multi-day wilderness 
canoe trips. Guided activities include canoeing, hiking, 
horseback riding, sport fishing, dog mushing and 
photo safaris. Self-guided travellers also enjoy wildlife 
viewing, mountain biking and boating. 

Near Faro (YG)
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Peel Watershed Sub-
region

The Peel River 
watershed is Yukon’s 
largest intact remote 
wilderness area and a 
world-class wilderness 
canoeing and ridge 
hiking destination. The 
region offers remote, 
scenic mountain rivers 
(Peel, Blackstone, Hart, 
Wind, Bonnet Plume 
and Snake) with a high 

density of features attractive to paddlers from around 
the world. These features include pristine wilderness, 
easy access to ridge hiking, canyons, rapids, alpine 
lakes, hoodoos, rock towers, hot springs, wildlife 
viewing, birdwatching, camping, fishing and historic 
sites. Twelve to 20-day trips on these remote rivers 
incorporate adventure, challenge, learning and a 
variety of wilderness activities. 

Klondike Tourism 
Region
The Klondike Tourism 
Region centres on the 
historic gold mining 
town of Dawson City, a 
popular destination for 
many Yukon and Alaska 
visitors, including 
Yukon River travellers, 
and a staging point for 
visitors venturing into 
Tombstone Territorial 

Park on the Dempster Highway. The region stretches 
up the Tintina Trench from the Klondike Goldfields 
to Tombstone Territorial Park and the taiga uplands 
of the Dempster Highway. A special regional feature 
is the opportunity to see subarctic landscapes and 
birdlife after only a short drive up the highway.

Outside the park, the most popular guided activity in 
the Klondike region is motorboat tours on the Yukon 
River. Other guided activities include Jeep tours of 
the Klondike goldfields, Klondike River rafting, 
and Dempster Highway and Tombstone Park tours. 
Popular self-guided activities include mountain biking, 
hiking, backpacking, canoeing and fishing. 

Tombstone Territorial Park

Tombstone Territorial Park encompasses over 
2,113 square kilometres of subarctic wilderness. The 
Dempster Highway runs through the park, providing 
access to spectacular views and tundra environments 
like nowhere else in Canada. The Tombstone area 
is a popular destination for guided hikes as well as 
for self-guided visitors seeking roadside experiences 
and multi-day backpacking adventures. Guided trips 
in the Tombstones are almost exclusively hiking or 
backpacking and occasionally horseback riding, photo 
safaris and winter trips. 

Yukon River Watershed
Fed by its many tributaries, the Yukon River drains 
more than half of the territory. The river flows 
northwest for 1,140 kilometres through the boreal 
forest to the Alaska border, then west for another 
2,060 kilometres to the Bering Sea. The Yukon River’s 
enticing blend of scenery, wildlife and history, ease of 
access and easy paddling makes it the most popular 
canoe route in Canada’s North. One of the longest 

Falcon at the Bonnet Plume  
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rivers in the world, 
the Yukon River 
has many campsites, 
showcases First Nations 
and Klondike Gold 
Rush history and 
offers opportunities 
for wildlife viewing, 
photography, hiking 
and fishing. 

The Teslin and Big 
Salmon are the most 
popular Yukon River 

tributaries. The Big 
Salmon is a very popular wilderness canoe route with 
abundant hikes, fishing and good wildlife viewing 
potential. The Teslin River is easier than the Big 
Salmon and is used by entry-level canoeists and some 
motorboat parties. Three categories of river travellers 
use this region: guided motorboat tour clients, guided 
multi-day canoe clients and self-guided multi-day 
canoe parties, most of whom rent equipment. 

North Yukon Tourism Region
The North Yukon Tourism Region boasts five large 
protected areas, all of which overlap the range of the 
Porcupine caribou 
herd. The Dempster 
Highway crosses the 
Arctic Circle and leads 
travellers across the 
region’s spectacular 
subarctic landscape. 

Current wilderness 
tourism activity in 
North Yukon is low, 
consisting mainly of 
summer river paddlers, 
Dempster Highway 
travellers and the occasional winter dog mushing 
trip. Guided and self-guided activities in the region’s 
parks include river rafting, canoeing, wildlife viewing, 
hiking and photography. The Firth River in Ivvavik 
National Park is a pre-eminent northern rafting trip, 
and tour groups visit Herschel Island Territorial Park. 
The migration of the Porcupine caribou herd is one of 
the best wildlife viewing spectacles in the territory.

Yukon River (YG)
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