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Regional snapshot

Current wilderness tourism activity in the North Yukon Tourism Region is low, consisting mainly of summer 
river paddlers, Dempster Highway travellers and the occasional winter dog mushing trip. Most of the 60 to 
70 adventure travellers take self-guided canoe trips on 
the Eagle, Porcupine and occasionally Bell rivers. Their 
activities include wildlife viewing, fishing, hiking and 
visiting historic sites, and most stop over in Old Crow. 
Guided dog mushing trips in North Yukon are infrequent 
and are usually associated with media, filmmaking or 
scientific research.

As many as 8,000 independent motorists and guided 
clients in vans and buses travel the Dempster Highway 
during the summer months. Most commercial activity 
takes place at Tombstone Campground and Eagle Plains. 
About 10 tour companies serving up to 500 clients operate van trips on the Dempster, camping as they go 
and incorporating wildlife viewing, birding, natural history and hiking. Most van tours that operate north of 
Tombstone Territorial Park do not need a wilderness tourism license because they limit their activities to the 
highway and its right-of-way. Some self-guided hiking parties access the Wright Pass area of the Richardson 
Mountains from the Dempster.

There are five protected areas in North Yukon: Herschel Island Territorial Park, Vuntut National Park, Ivvavik 
National Park, Ni’iinlii’njik (Fishing Branch) Wilderness Preserve and Ecological Reserve, and Old Crow Flats 
Special Management Area. Guided and self-guided activities in these parks include river rafting, canoeing, 
wildlife viewing, hiking and photography. Most tourism activity outside of the parks is self-guided.

Summer Winter
Day trips wildlife viewing dog mushing

hiking aurora viewing

sport fishing
Multi-day trips rafting dog mushing

canoeing

hiking

North Yukon Tourism Region

Activities (Predominant activities are in bold)

Porcupine River (YG)
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North Yukon Tourism RegionNorth Yukon Tourism Region

PRODUCTS AND FEATURES

The Dempster Highway beckons with spectacular wilderness vistas and opportunities to experience arctic 
landscapes and wildlife. The migration of the Porcupine caribou herd across North Yukon is one of the best 
viewing spectacles in the territory. The Richardson Mountains bordering the NWT offer outstanding alpine and 
tundra hiking, though access can be challenging. 

Herschel Island Territorial Park, a tundra island on the Beaufort Coast with an early 1900s whaling base, is 
visited by tour groups via air charter from Inuvik, and cruise ships. The Firth River in Ivvavik National Park on 
the Arctic slope is a pre-eminent northern river for rafting trips offering spectacular hiking and viewing of the 
Porcupine caribou herd migration. Commercial rafting companies offer trips on the Firth, and experienced private 
parties also descend the river. 

Old Crow Flats are noted waterfowl staging and nesting wetlands that also have outstanding resources for 
palaeontology and archaeology of the last ice age. South of Old Crow, the heart of Ni’iinlii’njik Park includes a 
portion of the Fishing Branch River where grizzly bears feast on spawning salmon in late autumn. Yukon Parks 
has partnered with the Vuntut Development Corporation to develop commercially guided bear viewing tours at 
this site.

The Porcupine River, a historic fur trade route, flows across North Yukon from the NWT border to Alaska. It 
offers one of the longest, roadless, entry-level canoe routes in Yukon or Alaska. The Porcupine is accessible from 
the Eagle River Bridge on the Dempster Highway, by air to Summit Lake on the Bell River, or by lining up the 
historic Rat River route from the Peel River. Parties can exit by air from Old Crow or continue downstream to  
the Yukon River Bridge in Alaska. Rampart House on the Alaska border is a largely intact but abandoned fur 
trade post.

North Yukon Tourism Region
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Wilderness tourism activity list 
In this report, wilderness tourism activities means 
commercially guided and self-guided tourism activity 
occurring in the wilderness, including but not 
limited to:

•	 off road vehicle riding (includes all terrain vehicle 
and jeep riding);

•	 boating (includes self-guided motor boating and 
guided non-motorized boating);

•	 canoeing;

•	 cross-country skiing;

•	 dog mushing (includes dog sledding);

•	 heli-hiking;

•	 heli-skiing;

•	 hiking and backpacking (includes interpretive 
hikes);

•	 horseback riding;

•	 kayaking;

•	 motorized boat tours* (guided motor boat tours);

•	 mountain biking;

•	 mountaineering;

•	 northern lights viewing;

•	 photographic safaris (includes photography);

•	 river rafting (includes whitewater rafting);

•	 rock climbing;

•	 snowmobiling;

•	 sport fishing (includes trophy fishing and casual 
fishing);

•	 First Nation cultural interpretive tours; and

•	 wildlife viewing (includes bird watching).

Rental equipment list
Anyone who rents equipment to commercial or 
private wilderness travellers must submit a rental 
report at the end of each summer and winter season: 
The following equipment is covered:

•	 all terrain vehicles;

•	 bicycles;

•	 canoes;

•	 horses;

•	 kayaks;

•	 motorized water crafts;

•	 personal water crafts;

•	 rafts; and

•	 snowmobiles.

Appendices

Appendix 1: Wilderness tourism activities list and rental 
equipment list

*Motorized boat tours refer to guided tours, and are identified as a distinct activity. 
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Appendix 2: 2004 Yukon Visitor Exit Survey

From June to September of 2004, a major survey 
of visitors to Yukon was undertaken by the Yukon 
Bureau of Statistics on behalf of the Government of 
Yukon’s Department of Tourism and Culture. This 
survey sought answers from visitors on a wide variety 
of questions relating to their visit to Yukon. The 2004 
Visitor Exit Survey asked visitors about outdoor and 
wilderness activities they participated in. Visitors who 
said they took a wilderness trip were asked to complete 
a Wilderness Adventure Supplement Survey that asked 
specific questions about activities, location, satisfaction 
and logistics of their wilderness trip.

The 2004 Visitor Exit Survey was administered 
by trained surveyors to visitors as they exited the 
Yukon for the last time. Visitors were intercepted and 
personally interviewed at various locations around 
Yukon, including, but limited to the Whitehorse 

International Airport, hotel lobbies and roadside 
pull-outs. Numbers contained in reports have been 
weighted to reflect the border crossing statistics 
collected on a monthly basis by the Canadian Border 
Services Agency for June through September 2004.

The 2004 Yukon Visitor Exit Survey main survey 
presents Yukon-wide information. A parallel series 
of regional reports presents information on Yukon’s 
nine tourism regions, a regional summary report, an 
Adventure Travel sector report (including wilderness 
traveller profiles) and a technical paper describing 
methodology used in the survey.

Completed 2004 Yukon Visitor Exit Survey reports 
are available from the Department of Tourism and 
Culture, Tourism Branch, or at www.tc.gov.yk.ca.






